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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4997 
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SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL'S CALL ON THE SECRETARY AND 
THE PRESIDENT 

IN THE COURSE OF CONVERSATION ON EC-9 MATTERS, MFA POLITICAL 
DIRECTOR RUTTEN REFERRED TO FACT THAT QUESTION OF DATE FOR 
FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON STILL 
WAS UP IN THE AIR. DUTCH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON WAS IN TOUCH 
WITH DEPARTMENT ON THIS MATTER, BUT HE WONDERED WHETHER 
PERHAPS APPOINTMENT WITH SECRETARY MIGHT BE HELD UP BECAUSE 
OF UNCERTAINTY CONCERNING APPOINTMENT WITH THE PRESIDENT IN 
BUSY PERIOD OF AMERICAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN. IF THIS WERE 
THE CASE, FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD UNDERSTAND IF PRESIDENTIAL 
APPOINTMENT COULD NOT BE ARRANGED, BUT APPOINTMENT WITH 
SECRETARY WAS OF COURSE ESSENTIAL FOR HIM. 

GOULD 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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